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LOGLINE
Filmmaker Sedika Mojadidi follows two unconventional Afghan
women, a member of Parliament and a journalist, as the
international community withdraws from Afghanistan, threatening
its fragile democracy.

SYNOPSIS
Filmed over four years, filmmaker Sedika Mojadidi, intimately follows
two unconventional Afghan women, Nilofar, a member of
parliament and Shakila, a television journalist. As American forces
and aid leave Afghanistan, the country's fragile democracy and the
recent gains for women hang in the balance, forcing Nilofar and
Shakila to choose between motherhood and ambition amidst
threats to their lives and families.

THE STORY
Since 2002, with pressure by the international community and billions of dollars in aid, the Afghan government was forced to ensure
Afghan women became active members of society. They soon made up 28% of Parliament. A small group of women began working in the
media. But with the pullout of the international community both militarily and financially, what will happen to those women who
prospered in Afghan society? Through her insider perspective as an Afghan American woman, Sedika tells the story of two women
struggling to keep their livelihoods in a landscape of insecurity and violence, where conservative values threaten the lives of women every
day.
Parliamentary Member Nilofar Ibrahimi struggles to help the women of her rural province and take care of her family. We follow her fight
against religious fundamentalists in Parliament to ratify a law criminalizing violence against women. We follow her trying to reach
constituents while her province loses control to the Taliban. As an outspoken politician, her children are now targets. She is forced to
move them with their father to live in Australia but Nilofar stays in Afghanistan, refusing to leave her people behind. As the country is
paralyzed by Taliban attacks, she must decide if she can continue to be an effective leader or if she should devote herself to her family
and join them in Australia.
Shakila Ebrahaimkhel works for TOLO News. She is one of the best on-the-ground field reporters around who made a name for herself
tackling stories critical of both the Afghan government and Taliban forces. A single mother of three teenagers, she remains dedicated to
her profession. But after a Taliban suicide bomber kills 7 TOLO employees, the attack is a final wake up call. Shakila flees Afghanistan with
her children and they begin the journey from Istanbul through Europe via smuggling routes, seeking asylum . Will they find a country that
accepts them or will they be deported back to Afghanistan where their lives hang in the balance?

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
My vision is to tell the emotional story as honestly as possible. Behind my camera, I am always looking for moments where my
presence dissolves and my subjects forget about me. I love to be invisible. I grew up a film geek in a very traditional Afghan family. I
wasn’t allowed to do much outside of my home, so I became obsessed with movies. I fell into documentary filmmaking because, I am
endlessly curious about people and real life is always more interesting to me than fiction. The camera also gave me the courage and
permission to go places I would be afraid of without it.
Growing up in Florida as a teenager, with no end to the Soviet Afghan war in sight, I longed to live in Kabul and have my own
relationship to the place. Once I began traveling to Kabul in 2003, I realized I was too American to live there permanently. But later, I
thought if I could get really close to women who reminded me of the women I’d grown up with, unconventional women who had
rocked the boat, then I maybe I could be close to a country and culture I’d lost as a child. Making this film for 5 years helped me create
my own experiences in Afghanistan and friendships with Afghans that will anchor me to the place forever. This film is kind of a
bittersweet love letter to Afghanistan.
In verite documentary, I think your foundation is your intention and keeping the integrity of the documentary process. I wanted to
make a film that felt in some sense truthful. That usually takes loads of time. This story was a partnership between myself, Nilofar and
Shakila--where we created the story in front of the camera together. It couldn’t have happened any other way.
I always bristle when I see stories about Afghanistan that reiterate colonial clichés and narratives on who and what we are. Despite all
the stories on Afghanistan, many of those cliches still exist today and many stories still feel mediated by stereotypes to me. During the
making this filming, many Afghan women in politics, education, government and media have been killed or injured from Taliban and
ISIS attacks. The unfortunate reality is that the death toll seems to continue. I hope the film creates a realtionship with Afghans as
people first, who like everyone else are trying to keep their humanity in extraordinarily difficult situations. It’s still a radical notion.
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