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Short Synopsis

Protests rage against the Indian Citizenship Amendment Act (2019), which persecutes
Muslims. The director listens to the voices of the protesters and observes her own
identity as a Muslim woman.

Long Synopsis

In 2019, the Indian Government passed the Citizenship Amendment Act, which made
religion a criterion for citizenship and intended to exclude Muslims. Viewing this as
discriminatory, working-class Muslim women gathered in Shaheen Bagh, Delhi, and
began a nonviolent sit-in protest.

In an atmosphere of uncertainty and fear, the film follows the stories of women who
sustained a peaceful protest for over a hundred days. They galvanized resistance
across the country and transformed the protest into a nationwide pro-democracy
movement, which became the most persistent show of opposition to Narender Modi’s
BJP government that took office in 2014.

Drawing on her identity as a Muslim woman, the flmmaker questions contemporary
notions of belonging, patriotism, and identity in India by examining shared human
responses to exclusion, polarization, and repression.

The film recounts how the women of Shaheen Bagh weathered institutionalized and
societal repression to provide a precedent for a new form of public dissent in modern
India.
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Biography

Producer/Director -

Nausheen Khan is an independent flmmaker working on gender perspectives amid
conflict and political unrest in contemporary times. Her recent work has been about
women's and children’s issues in Kashmir.

Land of My Dreams is her first self-financed feature-length documentary film. It won
Best Long Documentary at the International Documentary and Short Film Festival of
Kerala, 2023, and the Citizens’ Prize at the Yamagata International Documentary Film
Festival, 2023.

Film shooting date- December 2019-March 2020

Film completion date- July 2023.

Contact information

Director/ Producer - Nausheen Khan

Address: A 101, 2nd floor, Greenwoods City, Sector 45, Gurugram 122003, Haryana.
India

+91 9953645873

nausheenkhanfilms@amail.com
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News articles featuring Land of My Dreams

Back up the Mountains: Yamagata 2023

Yam International D men Film Festival 2023 Announ Winner

Democracy not complete when rebellious voices are suppressed: Pinarayi at
IDSFFK

'Land of My Dreams"' wins top prize as 15th International Documentary Festival
concludes

No one should forget Shaheen Bagh: Documentary maker Nausheen

Nausheen Khan’s Land of My Dreams wins Best Long Documentary Award at
IDSFFK

The rise of female directors! 4 Chinese-lanquage works hit the Asian
Documentary Awards
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