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 FILM SYNOPSIS 

 Three environmental crusaders confront betrayal and murder as they battle to save an island 

 paradise famed as the Philippines ‘last ecological frontier’. 

 Palawan appears to be an idyllic tropical island. Its powder-white beaches and lush forests have 

 made it one of Asia’s hottest new tourist destinations. But for a tiny network of environmental 

 crusaders and vigilantes trying to protect its spectacular natural resources, it is more akin to a 

 battlefield. 

 DELIKADO  follows Bobby, Tata and Nieves, three magnetic leaders of this network, as they risk 

 their lives in David versus Goliath-style struggles trying to stop politicians and businessmen from 

 destroying the Philippines’ “last ecological frontier”. 

 It is a timely film emblematic of the struggles globally for land defenders as they are being killed 

 in record numbers trying to save natural resources from being plundered by corporations and 

 governments. As the world faces its sixth-mass extinction and the climate emergency worsens, 

 DELIKADO  offers a story of courage and resilience to inspire others into action. 

 It is also a unique expose of President Rodrugo Duterte’s “war on drugs’ in the Philippines, 

 which has claimed thousands of lives and the International Criminal Court of Justice has said 

 may amount to a crime against humanity.  DELIKADO  shows the drug war is used as a tool for 

 politicians to control the levers of economic and political power. 

 DELIKADO  offers a story of courage and resilience to inspire others into action. 



 BACKGROUND 

 “It has never been a deadlier time to defend one’s community, way of life or environment…” 

 This is the chilling opening statement from an investigation by Global Witness, one of the 

 world’s leading human rights and environment campaigners, into the spiralling number of 

 murders of land defenders around the globe. 

 Its report continues: “  Every two days, a land defender will be murdered somewhere around the 

 world…. the Philippines is the most dangerous country in Asia to be a land defender.” 

 The battles being led by Bobby, Tata and Nieves in DELIKADO are the same as those being 

 fought by local communities in Brazil, Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of Congo and 

 elsewhere around the world where corporations and governments are seeking to plunder 

 increasingly valuable natural resources. 

 They are being killed for trying to stop mining, agribusiness and logging. Many of the deaths 

 occur in remote villages or rainforests. The victims are often from indigenous communities and 

 the killers are rarely caught. The powerful masterminds behind the murders virtually never. All 

 these factors are in play in Palawan. 

 Palawan, due to its remoteness, had 
 long avoided the corrupt development 
 seen around the rest of the Philippines 
 over recent decades as the country's 
 population has boomed. Palawan's 
 rainforests are among the biggest, 
 oldest and most diverse in Asia. They 
 are home to thousands of animal and 
 plant species. 

 But few people know it is on the path 
 to environmental destruction. 
 Politicians and businessmen are 
 destroying Palawan at an 
 unprecedented rate to extract its 
 forests, minerals and fish. Urbanisation 
 and tourism are other pressures 
 leading to the depletion of Palawan’s 
 natural resources. 

 Once the last of Palawan’s majestic 
 Apitong, Kamagong, Ipil and other 
 endangered trees are cut down, these 
 species will be forever lost. With the 
 demise of these forests will come the 

 loss of Palawan's incredibly diverse range of endemic animal species. Some of the world's 
 largest butterflies -- bigger than an outspread human hand -- can only be found in Palawan's 



 rainforests. They are also home to seven-foot monitor lizards, turquoise and violet-winged 
 peacocks, giant grey bear cats, bulging-eyed geckos as long as an adult's arm, flying squirrels 
 and dirt-brown "horned" frogs.. 

 Centuries-old traditions and customs for the tribal people still living in the forests will also 
 disappear if the forests are destroyed. Other communities living in towns and villages outside of 
 the forests will face floods and droughts when the forests are gone. 



 DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 

 In 2011, as a journalist for Agence-France Presse based in Manila, I was preparing for a trip to 

 Palawan to write an article on eco-tourism. Palawan is home to the Philippines’ last great 

 rainforests and it's one of the most beautiful places in the country. 

 But my contact for the story, an environmental campaigner, was shot and killed just before I was 

 due to go. I went anyway, to investigate his murder. When I was there, I discovered this 

 seemingly idyllic island was being destroyed by the people in power who were meant to be 

 protecting it. I also discovered a small group of people putting their lives on the line trying to 

 stop the destruction. 

 One of them was Bobby Chan, a charismatic lawyer from Manila. Bobby had a tree outside his 

 office made of chainsaws that he and his men had confiscated from illegal loggers in Palawan’s 

 rainforests. 

 Bobby told me stories about the citizen’s arrest law he used as the basis for the confiscations, 

 and about his men being murdered for doing this type of work. 

 The chainsaw tree was a not-so-subtle symbol to local businessmen and politicians that he and 

 his men would not be intimidated. 

 I decided then that I had to make a film about the land defenders of Palawan. 

 I also knew the struggles of the land defenders in Palawan spoke to a global phenomenon. Land 

 defenders are being killed in record numbers. In 2020, 227 were reported killed around the 

 world. An average of four a week have been killed since the 2015 UN climate accord in Paris . 

 These land defenders are on the frontlines of mankind’s efforts to save the planet from the 

 worst impacts of climate change. I felt the strength and courage of Bobby, Nieves, Tata and 

 other land defenders featured in Delikado could be a source of inspiration as we search for hope 

 in our fight to restrain climate change. 

 I spent many years researching, documenting and investigating the specific issues in Palawan, as 

 well as building trusting relationships with the main characters in the film - and many others 

 who add to this important story. I slept in the forests with Bobby’s team of barefoot renegades 

 as they tracked down illegal loggers and confiscated chainsaws. I went on the campaign trail 

 with Nieves, an environmental heroine-turned politician as she waited for an assassin’s bullet. 



 I filmed DELIKADO with the intention of it being an intimate thriller about the lives of the land 

 defenders, to ensure that audiences feel an emotional connection with the characters while 

 learning about extremely compelling social and environmental issues. 

 IMPACT CAMPAIGN 

 We want people to emerge from watching  DELIKADO  feeling enraged, empowered and inspired 

 to join movements to fight climate change, take on corporations that are destroying 

 environments, to do something to help save our planet. We have a plan in place with global 

 partners to harness that energy and channel it into meaningful action. The film is also aimed at 

 the disempowered in communities all across the globe who are facing the same challenges as 

 the characters in our film.  To learn more, visit our website:  www.delikadofilm.com 

 One of the biggest challenges for Bobby Chan and his team at Palawan NGO Network Inc (PNNI) 

 is a lack of funds. People can learn more about PNNI and donate directly to them by visiting 

 their website at  www.pnni.org  . and following  them on their Facebook page at 

 https://www.facebook.com/palawanngonetworkinc  . 
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 FILM SUBJECTS 

 Attorney Robert “Bobby” Chan 

 Bobby, an environmental lawyer, is the 

 executive director of the Palawan NGO 

 Network Inc. (PNNI). Bobby finished his 

 law degree, Juris Doctor, in 1994 in the 

 Ateneo School of Law in Manila and 

 immediately pursued an internship 

 program with the Ateneo Human Rights 

 Center, for which he was assigned to 

 environmental law practice in Palawan. 

 Bobby has been the head of PNNI since 

 2009, a position from which he has 

 pursued his vision of empowering local community members to harness the law and stop illegal 

 logging, illegal fishing, mining and other environmental crimes, through 'self-help' enforcement 

 strategies and a bit of divine providence. 

 Nieves Rosento 

 Nieves, a mother of three and 

 grandmother of two, is a longtime 

 environmental campaigner. Nieves 

 transitioned into politics and was elected 

 mayor of El Nido, the most  popular 

 tourist town on Palawan, in 2016. She 

 defeated a member of one of Palawan’s 

 most powerful political families in that 

 election. President Rodrigo Duterte 

 accused her in a national address of being 

 a drug trafficker just ahead of the next 

 elections in 2019 and threatened to kill her. Duterte provided no evidence for these accusations 

 and she was never charged. But the unfounded allegations contributed to her loss in the 2019 

 elections. She continues her environmental and community activism, and maintains her political 

 ambitions. 



 Efren “Tata” Balladeres 

 Tata is a farmer and grandfather from 

 southern Palawan who has been one of 

 PNNI’s leading para-enforcers for many 

 years. As a young man, Tata was the head 

 of a para-military force created by the 

 Philippine government to fight 

 communist and Muslim insurgencies in 

 Palawan. The unit was also meant to 

 protect Palawan’s natural resources. 

 Instead, it was assigned to illegally cut 

 down trees. Tata has spent the rest of his 

 life seeking redemption for the logging he was ordered to do as a para-military head. 

 “Kap” Ruben Arzaga 

 Born: Oct 29, 1967 
 Died: September 14, 2017 

 Kap was one of the PNNI's 
 on-the-ground volunteer leaders, with 
 his main area of responsibility the 
 forested mountains around his home 
 town of El Nido. Kap was a dedicated 
 husband and father-of-five, and led his 
 community as an elected village 
 captain. Kap was determined to stop 
 the destruction of his local 
 environment, regardless of the risks to 
 his own life. 



 THE FILMMAKERS 

 Karl Malakunas - Director, Producer, Writer 

 Karl is a filmmaker and journalist who has been based in Asia—covering environmental issues, 

 conflict, natural disasters and political upheavals—for two decades. Karl is the Asia-Pacific 

 Deputy-Editor-In-Chief for Agence France-Presse based in Hong Kong. He is a Sundance Institute 

 Documentary Film Program Fellow and a recipient of the SFFILM Vulcan Productions 

 Environmental Fellowship. After living in the Philippines for eight years while working as Manila 

 Bureau Chief for AFP, Karl has drawn on his experiences, contacts and deep inside knowledge of 

 the country to make DELIKADO, his first feature film. His environmental reporting around the 

 world has included covering the 2015 UN Climate Change Conference in Paris, the aftermath of 

 Super Typhoon Haiyan in the eastern Philippines, and the coal-powered rise of China’s economy. 

 Marty Syjuco - Producer 

 Originally from the Philippines, Marty is two-time Emmy® nominated filmmaker whose first film 

 GIVE UP TOMORROW premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival where it won the Audience Award 

 and Special Jury Prize. The film went on to win 18 awards and has been viewed by over 50 

 million viewers worldwide. His second feature, ALMOST SUNRISE won a CINE Golden Eagle 

 Award, played theatrically at the IFC Center in NYC, and was nationally broadcast on PBS/POV 

 for Veterans Day. His next film, CALL HER GANDA was nominated for a GLAAD Media Award and 

 was broadcast on POV’s 32nd season. Marty is a proud Bertha, Sundance, Tribeca, ITVS, 

 Fledgling, Wyncote and Good Pitch fellow, and was invited to join the Academy of Motion 

 Pictures Arts & Sciences in 2019. 



 Michael Collins - Producer, Editor, Writer 

 Michael is an Emmy® and Grierson nominated filmmaker and the founder of Thoughtful Robot, 

 a film production company committed to telling stories that galvanise change. Michael’s recent 

 film ALMOST SUNRISE is the first film about “moral injury” and its connection to the veteran 

 suicide crisis.  The film premiered at Telluride Mountainfilm and Human Rights Watch Film 

 Festival NY in 2016 and has had 600+ screenings across the country, winning six major awards, 

 including the Voice Award, and an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Current-Affairs 

 Documentary. Michael’s first film GIVE UP TOMORROW premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival in 

 2011 and won the Audience Award and a Special Jury Prize for Best New Director.  GIVE UP 

 TOMORROW was selected for a Doc Society Impact Award and was nominated for an Emmy® 

 Award for Outstanding Investigative Journalism.  His short film BEIRUT DREAMS IN COLOR about 

 LGBTQ rights in the middle east was selected for Tribeca Film Festival 2022 and will be broadcast 

 on Guardian Documentaries. 

 Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala - Producer 

 Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala is a broadcast journalist, documentary filmmaker and impact producer. 

 She co-founded Storytellers International Inc, and is the founding president of the Filipino 

 Documentary Society. She is a contributing producer to ARD German TV, ARD German Radio, 

 and a freelance producer for CNN Hong Kong, and CNN International. She produced “Call Her 

 Ganda,” nominated for a GLAAD Media Award and was broadcast on POV’s 32nd season. The 

 film premiered at  the Tribeca Film Festival. She also produced “Batas Militar” (Martial Law 

 under the dictatorship of President Ferdinand Marcos). The film was a finalist at the 

 International Documentary Festival in Amsterdam (IDFA) and at the New York Festival. She has 

 been jury at the Emmy Awards, the News and Documentary category, since 2000. 

 Tom Bannigan ACS - Director of Photography 

 Tom  is an award-winning cinematographer who has wo 

 rked in documentary for theatrical and broadcast.  He has won a number of cinematography 

 accolades including most recently the Golden Tripod for his documentary work from the 

 Australian Cinematography Society. Tom specialises in filming in extreme environments and 

 having trained as a geologist, brings a distinctive aesthetic to his work. He has filmed a wide 

 range of content from expedition trips to the ultimate rock-climbing zone of Balls Pyramid, the 

 creation of a secular democracy in former ISIS strongholds of Northern Syria, character driven 

 films in remote Indigenous Australia, the criminal underworld of Peru, Afghan women worried 

 about a resurgent Taliban, and treks with scientific expeditions in the Solomon Island highlands. 

 Nainita Desai - Composer 

 Ivor Novello nominee and Royal Television Society award winning composer, Nainita Desai, is 

 the  World Soundtrack Awards 2021 winner for Discovery  of the Year. She has brought her 

 unique voice to the scores of hundreds of acclaimed films and is a double BIFA, Cinema Eye 

 Honors nominee and BAFTA Breakthrough Brit. Her recent projects include Oscar nominated 

 and BAFTA and Cannes winning feature documentary  For  Sama  , Sundance and BIFA winning 



 feature  The Reason I Jump  , an immersive cinematic exploration of neurodiversity. Other recent 

 credits include BBC dramas  Unprecedented  and  Maryland  , Bafta nominated  American Murder 

 [Netflix’s most watched documentary of 2020], ITV crime drama series  The Tower  (Mammoth 

 Screen; Gemma Whelan), as well as Netflix hit  14 Peaks  : Nothing Is Impossible  (exec: Jimmy 

 Chinn) and Kevin Macdonald’s  The Story Of U  s. 

 Eric Daniel Metzgar - Editor 

 Eric Daniel Metzgar is an Emmy Award winning filmmaker based in Pacifica, California. He is a 

 two-time Sundance Documentary Lab Fellow. He directed, shot and edited  Reporter  about New 

 York Times journalist Nichoas Kristof’s trip through the wartorn Democratic Republic of Congo, 

 which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival, aired on HBO, and was nominated for an Emmy 

 Award and Cinema for Peace’s International Film Award. Metzgar also directed, shot and edited 

 Life. Support. Music.  (POV, 2008) and  The Chances  of the World Changing  (POV, 2006), which 

 was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award.  Metzgar also edited and produced  Crime + 

 Punishment  (Emmy Winner, Sundance, Hulu), and edited  Give Up Tomorrow  (Emmy-nominated, 

 POV),  Almost Sunrise  SUNRISE (Emmy-nominated, POV)  and  Mayor  (Peabody nominee, POV). 

 Laura Nix - Writer, Executive Producer 

 Laura Nix is a director, writer, and producer working in non-fiction and fiction. Her short film, 

 WALK RUN CHA-CHA, was nominated for a 2020 Academy Award for Best Documentary Short 

 Subject, and the New York Times series, FROM HERE TO HOME, in which the film appears, was 

 nominated for a 2020 News and Documentary Emmy. Her feature documentary, INVENTING 

 TOMORROW, won a 2019 Peabody Award. Laura also directed the feature documentaries THE 

 YES MEN ARE REVOLTING, THE LIGHT IN HER EYES and WHETHER YOU LIKE IT OR NOT: THE 

 STORY OF HEDWIG, as well as the award-winning fiction feature THE POLITICS OF FUR. She was 

 named a 2018 Chicken & Egg Breakthrough Filmmaker and was awarded the Sundance 

 Institute/Discovery Impact Fellowship in 2017. Laura has a BA in History from Reed College in 

 Portland, Oregon, and an MFA in Visual Studies from University of California San Diego. Raised 

 in New York state and based in Los Angeles, she is a film expert for the U.S. State Department’s 

 American Film Showcase and a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, 

 where she serves on the Executive Committee of the Documentary Branch. 
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